Bancroft has been accused of practising everything but medicine, the one profession for which he was trained. He had a gambler's instincts and inclinations. The appellation of 'stock-jobber' given him by King George III was not undeserved. He was also a writer of some merit in the realm of politics, natural history, fiction, and scientific subjects, including medicine. All of these talents he possessed in addition to his unique talent as a dissembler.
Prior to the founding of medical schools in the United States it was recommended that those who wished to study medicine should go abroad to obtain their training. Unfortunately many of the young men who were interested in medicine did not have the necessary funds. It was especially for the benefit of such that apprenticeships evolved. An apprenticeship was a very easy thing for a physician to institute, and also to terminate, as there were practically no regulatory laws. Anyone could practise medicine, however poorly educated. As a result, charlatans abounded in the early colonial period.
The 'organization' of an apprenticeship varied from place to place and from time to time. It might include merely following and observing a physician. Occasionally a physician permitted his apprentice to prescribe treatment and mix medications so that he might assess his progress as a diagnostician and apothecary. There was no predetermined number of years of study, however it usually extended from two to six years. It was not uncommon for an apprentice to leave the physician with whom he was associated and set up his own practice whenever he felt capable. Apprentices who were located in the vicinity of medical schools were encouraged to enrol in such subjects as anatomy and physiology.
Some attempts were made to regulate the practice of medicine. In Connecticut, the state in which Bancroft studied, several laws were enacted by 1773 to prevent the spread of smallpox, to exempt physicians from military service, to require quarantine of an infected person entering the state, and to suppress dealers in quack medicines. Up to this time no laws had been passed in Connecticut to regulate medical training or to license doctors to practise.'
Shortly after the middle of the eighteenth century, widespread dissatisfaction with the practice of medicine and the training of physicians led to a revolution of sorts in medical education. Medical schools were founded and hospitals were improved. A sense of professional feeling developed among the more competent and conscientious practitioners. These new currents were stirring at the precise time that Edward Bancroft was serving as an understudy to Dr. Williams in Lebanon.
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In a letter to Dr. Williams from Edward Bancroft, written from Guiana in December 1763, when Edward was nineteen years of age, the fledgling practitioner told of the use to which he was putting his medical training in that distant land. Edward had left New England rather hurriedly and under some provocation which he alluded to in this letter. 'Insults received, a Haughty Disposition, and a Roving Fancy, conspired in effecting this adventure....' After stopping at Barbados briefly, he had proceeded to the River Demerara, and by a stroke of good fortune made some contacts with certain gentlemen of note, including a physician from Edinburgh. Through these contacts he found employment as a surgeon to a gentleman of fortune who owned two large plantations. He was even assisted by a nurse, who dispensed his prescriptions. He and his employers seemed very well satisfied with the arrangement and Bancroft estimated that during the first year he would be able to save over and above all expenses, one hundred pounds. After the first year he would clear even more. 'I have been now for near three Months employed in the business of our Profession, & I have the satisfaction to find that my practice has been successful to my patients & agreeable to my employer. '5 In spite of his successes, both professional and financial, which he related with some enthusiasm to Dr. Williams, Bancroft relinquished his medical practice early in 1766 and made his way back to Boston and Hartford in August of that year. A few months later he sailed for London, arriving in May 1767. He became, the following year, a physician's pupil at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Two years later Bancroft returned briefly to Surinam, and the following year he was back in New England for a short stay. Early in 1771 he returned to London, which was to become his home except for a period when he made his home in France during the last years of the American Revolution.
When Bancroft was twenty-five years of age he published several works, including a pamphlet dealing with the conflict between the colonies and the mother country. In this he argued effectively in favour of the colonial position with respect to certain inherent rights of the colonies within the British Empire. He also published at this time a three-volume novel entitled The History of Charles Wentworth, which was decidedly anti-religious in tone. John Adams' wife, Abigail, after meeting the author at a later time, expressed in a letter her impressions of the author of a work which was considered irreverent if not atheistic. 6 Bancroft's significant publication, touching on natural science and medicine was An Essay on the Natural History of Guiana in South America. Meanwhile, the aspiring Bancroft had made the acquaintance of Benjamin Franklin, a fact which was to be of great significance to both men in the years to come. In the fall of 1769 Dr. Franklin wrote to Dr. Lind of the Edinburgh University medical faculty recommending Edward Bancroft for consideration as a medical student there. The venerable American philosopher-diplomat wrote, '. . . I beg leave ... to recommend him [Bancroft] to your civilities, as an ingenious young American, who visits Edinburgh with a view to prosecuting his medical studies in your School of Physic, now the most celebrated of the kind in the known world. '10 Whatever his reasons, Bancroft did not enrol at Edinburgh although it was a favoured mecca for Americans interested in the study of medicine. Before the end of the eighteenth century, more than a hundred Americans received medical degrees from Edinburgh. While '12 At some Scottish universities up to this time a degree was often given on the basis of a thesis, and the recipients were not always sufficiently qualified for the honour. 'It could be had at some ofthem even in absentia, for a payment oftwentypounds.... Edinburgh and Glasgow were tightening their standards in this period, though Aberdeen and St. Andrews continued for a time to traffic in degrees.
Edinburgh into the early eighteenth century trained its physicians on an apprenticeship basis. Students virtually lived with a physician, and very few actually attended the university. In 1726 a medical faculty was established and the medical training became much more structured and regulated.
About the time that Bancroft Some of the faculty were incompetent and had no interest in teaching. Dr. James Bannerman 'was a proud, lazy, and inefficient man,' who paid so little attention to the duties of his job that he ultimately turned them over to a tailor and went to live elsewhere till his death many years later. It is said that neither Bannerman nor his son gave one lecture during the forty-five years of tenure at the post of mediciner at Aberdeen. Several further attempts to consolidate and organize a recognized medical school were aborted until 1789, when the real effort was initiated by, ironically enough, the students themselves when they founded the medical society. ' ' Bancroft was the ostensible Reviewer, but ... Franklin was always consulted before the publication.'20 While the reviews in this journal were not attributed to any individuals, they were signed or initialled in manuscript when they were turned in, and the founder and editor, Ralph Griffiths, kept these in his files, which have been preserved. Bancroft The editor of the Thomas Jefferson papers, Julian Boyd of Princeton University, has set forth the thesis that Dr. Bancroft very likely was responsible for the death of Silas Deane.23 Deane's death occurred on the early afternoon of 23 September 1789, on board ship as he was starting out on a voyage to America. At ten o'clock in the moming he was walking on deck with Captain Davis of the Boston Packet. He then complained of dizziness and abdominal discomfort. He became aphasic and 'a drowsiness and insensibility continually encroached upon his faculties.' Four hours after his initial attack, Silas Deane was dead. The Boston Packet returned to Deal, where Deane's body was removed and interred.
Speaking of Deane's sudden illness and death, Boyd comments:
the doctor was a clever man, an expert on poisons, a master of the art of deceiving.... As a medical man he could have supplied the tincture of opium if Deane required it-and he could also have employed this or some of the sea stores as a vehicle for conveying to an unsuspecting Deane a toxic substance added by himself. It is conceivable that Deane was a laudanum addict and that Bancroft, knowing this, took advantage of the fact.... The damaging suspicion that we point at Bancroft arises out of his own character, his association with Deane in treacherous activities, his consistent pattem of shielding and acting for a weaker man, his essential lack of integrity in the manner of executing the role of protector, his presumed but very natural wish to bury in oblivion secrets that could have brought great injury to himself, and, perhaps most important of all, his own act in raising suspicion against Deane."4 Professor Boyd also deals with the report, evidently started by Bancroft, that Deane had taken his own life. While he concedes the evidence is only circumstantial, Boyd develops the case for his thesis that Bancroft may have indeed been responsible, for good reasons of his own, for Deane's death before he could return to America where his knowledge of Bancroft's double dealings might have been brought to light.
Laudanum, a derivative of opium, is a drug which some suspect Silas Deane of taking, and perhaps even to the point of addiction. It is one of the oldest drugs on record. The effects of the dried juice of the poppy capsule were known to the Sumerians. The Assyrians and Egyptians also used the drug as far back as 1500 B.C. Paracelsus, in 1521, brought opium from Constantinople to Germany, and from it made a tincture which he named and popularized as laudanum. The most commonly used allied derivative with which we are now familiar is morphine.
Overdoses of laudanum cause respiratory depression and suppress the cough reflex. It is a potent muscle stimulant and can cause considerable spasm of the gastro-intestinal tract. This action may also bring about nausea and vomiting. Acute poisoning is characterized by increasing depression, slowed respiration, pinpoint pupils, flushing and then cyanosis. Death usually occurs in five to ten hours after ingestion of the overdose. Laudanum is given by mouth as a liquid, and although it 363 G. T. Anderson and D. K. Anderson has been replaced largely by paregoric for diarrhoea, it is still included in the standard pharmacology textbooks.A
The description of the symptoms of overdose could very well fit the few symptoms that we know of Silas Deane's last few hours before death. Since laudanum is a liquid, it would have been very easy for Bancroft to slip it to Deane without his knowledge. The pure tincture of opium or laudanum is devoid of the unpleasant bitter taste found in many medications. This fact would make it easy for one to surreptitiously introduce it into an unsuspecting victim's drink.
In his book on Guiana, Bancroft revealed an almost inordinate interest in effective poisons which were used with deadly effects by the natives of that land. In the light of the sudden and unexplained death of his confidant and patient, this preoccupation of Bancroft with poisons of this type takes on special significance. In his essay on Guiana, Bancroft mentioned that he had brought a considerable amount of a poison which he had described, from Guiana to England, and that by making application to the publishers of the work, ' . . . any Gentleman, whose genius may incline him to prosecute these experiments, and whose character will warrant us to confide in his hand a preparation capable of perpetrating the most secret and fatal villainy, may be supplied with a sufficient quantity of the woorara, by applying to Mr. Becket, in the Strand. '26 Another 
